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July 25, 2008
Dear Dick, Take our survey and
share with us your

We are guardedly optimistic about the growing consensus for a timeline to thoughts about
withdraw U.S. troops from Iraq. But unlike Barack Obama, we don't want to see Afghanistan
our troops removed from the "bad war" in Iraq only to be sent to fight "the good
war" in Afghanistan. Send a letter of support

i . _ to war resister James
One of the very first actions of CODEPINK when we formed in 2002 was to go Burmeister
to Afghanistan to see, firsthand, the results of our invasion. We were horrified E—
by the "collateral damage" -- the steady stream of innocent civilians killed and Join CODEPINK
maimed by our "smart bombs." We pushed our government to stop killing at the DNC/RNCI!
civilians and to compensate the families of those who we had mistakenly killed
or maimed.

Seven years later, innocent Afghans continue to be killed by our troops, more
US soldiers are now dying in Afghanistan than Iraq, the Taliban are gaining
new strength, opium production has soared, and Osama bin Laden has not
been found. The Afghan people continue to be among the poorest in the world,
women continue to be oppressed, and the U.S. government reneged on its
promise of a "Marshall Plan" to rebuild Afghanistan.

Barack Obama and John McCain are advocating the exact same
"solution": Send more troops. But more troops will only mean more
violence, more suffering, more killing of innocents, and more recruits for
the Taliban.

We know that war is not the answer, but what is? Should the U.S. peace
movement call for talks with the Taliban? In Iraq, the U.S. government has not
just talked to Sunni insurgent groups that killed U.S. soldiers but it is now allied
with them.

Back in 2006, Greg Mills, an advisor to the NATO forces in Afghanistan, wrote:
"Countering an insurgency requires a mix of military pressure,
institution-building, reconstruction and development, and international aid. But
ultimately, the key to defeating it is political accommodation. In Afghanistan,
that means talking to the Taliban."

A June 2008 report by Canada's Senate Committee on National Security, said,
"The conflict in Afghanistan could go on for a very long time if there is no
attempt to resolve the issue through diplomacy."

Would you advocate a timeline for the withdrawal of U.S. troops? How
can we best support Afghan women?

Click here to share your thoughts with us and take our survey about the issues
that are being brought to the surface by Obama's recent trip to Afghanistan.
You can join the conversation by posting your comments on Common Dreams
and Huffington Post. We will cull through your responses and comments and
promote the best to the presidential candidates. Surely we can come up with a
better answer than simply advocating more violence!

Thank you for your insights and your commitment to peace.
Alicia, Anne, Dana, Deidra, Desiree, Farida, Gael, Gayle, Jean, Jodie, Liz, Lori,
Medea, Nancy, Rae and Tighe

P.S. While Obama has been in Iraq listening to generals, we are listening to the




soldiers standing up against war. James Burmeister, who suffers from PTSD
and other ailments related to traumatic brain injury, was recently
court-martialed for refusing to return to Iraq and speaking out against the
horrors of war. He is currently serving six months in prison for his courageous
stand. You can read more about his story here and send a letter of support- get
the address here.

P.P.S. Our website Dontbuybushswar.org won the 2008 Progressive Source
Awards Judges' Choice for Best Microsite, making this CODEPINK's second
win in a row! Congratulations to Farida Sheralam, our brilliant webmistress,
who continues to make our work shine. Be sure to check out her awesome new
homepage redesign at www.codepinkalert.org.

unsubscribe from this list
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“Naivete, thy name is Arkansas Democrat-Gazette” By Richard Drake

Just a few days a go the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette had a pretty good editorial about Dan Coody, and his dark fantasies about running for
mayor a third time. With this morning’s editorial -“Willful Blindness Dept.: Naivete, thy name is Barack Obama” - they managed to wipe out
that memory in record time.

Taking Obama - and by extension the Supreme Court - to task for their old-fashioned view that the rule of law, and granting prisoners the
right of Habeas Corpus will somehow result in in all of these prisoners being free to attack the U.S. again, they reveal a serious mistrust in the
basic rule of law in the United States, that which other nations often look to as an example of how to conduct themselves.

Guilt? Innocence? These are just words! So what if a lot of these guys were just innocent schmucks turned in by people for the reward, who
may not be guilty of anything at all, except being in the wrong place at the wrong time.

The new mind-set: Guilty until proven guilty.
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Chris D In an article on the Columbia Journalism Review website, Trudy Lieberman writes this about Obama's"stump speeches
imply that he is not taking money from people who want things from the government and push for them. The reality is that he
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RABBI WASKOW TO OBAMA

?27?7? Sun, 7/13/08, Rabbi Arthur Waskow <Tikvanet@aol.com> /)
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A Prophetic Voice in Jewish, Multireligious, and American Life
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In a recent interview, author, Chris Hedges listed some items from Obama's voting record.
-Carl

1. He's been lauded by the nuclear power industry which is resuming an attempt to build nuclear power plants all
over the country (calling it "Green Energy")

2. He's voted to continue to fund the Irag war.

3. He opposed Murtha's call for immediate withdrawal.

4. He didn't join the 13 Senators who voted against confirming Condoleezza Rice.
5. He voted in 2005 to re-authorize the Patriot Act.

6. He did not support an amendment that was part of a bankruptcy bill that would have capped credit card rates at
30%.

7. He opposed a bill that would have reformed a mining law of 1872 that essentially allows mining companies to
lease federal land for pennies an acre (which is a complete rip-off of the American taxpayer).

8. He did not support the bill Kucinich and Conyers introduced for "Single-Payer health care."
9. He supports the death penalty.

10. He worked to support a class-action reform bill which allows financial firms to escape accountability (a huge
lobbying effort by the financial industry who are Obama's second largest donors) by effectively shutting down state
courts as venues to hear class-action suits (this has long been a goal of corporations and the Bush administration).
This bill effectively denies redress in state courts where most cases have a chance of defying powerful corporate
challenges and moves them into corporate-friendly Federal courts which are now dominated by right-wing
Republican judges (even Hilary Clinton voted against this bill which allows corporations to engage in flagrant
discrimination, consumer fraud, and wage violations).

FISA
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“Obama's support for the FISA ‘compromise’” by Glenn Greenwald
http://www.salon.com/opinion/greenwald/2008/06/21/obama/index.html

Saturday June 21, 2008 09:53 EDT

In the past 24 hours, specifically beginning with the moment Barack Obama announced that he now supports the
Cheney/Rockefeller/Hoyer House bill, there have magically arisen -- in places where one would never have expected to find
them -- all sorts of claims about why this FISA "compromise" isn't really so bad after all. People who spent the week railing
against Steny Hoyer as an evil, craven enabler of the Bush administration -- or who spent the last several months identically
railing against Jay Rockefeller -- suddenly changed their minds completely when Barack Obama announced that he would do
the same thing as they did. What had been a vicious assault on our Constitution, and corrupt complicity to conceal Bush
lawbreaking, magically and instantaneously transformed into a perfectly understandable position, even a shrewd and
commendable decision, that we should not only accept, but be grateful for as undertaken by Obama for our Own Good.

Accompanying those claims are a whole array of factually false statements about the bill, deployed in service of defending
Obama's indefensible -- and deeply unprincipled -- support for this "compromise." Numerous individuals stepped forward to
assure us that there was only one small bad part of this bill -- the part which immunizes lawbreaking telecoms -- and since
Obama says that he opposes that part, there is no basis for criticizing him for what he did. Besides, even if Obama decided to
support an imperfect bill, it's our duty to refrain from voicing any criticism of him, because the Only Thing That Matters is that
Barack Obama be put in the Oval Office, and we must do anything and everything -- including remain silent when he embraces
a full-scale assault on the Fourth Amendment and the rule of law -- because every goal is now subordinate to electing Barack
Obama our new Leader.

It is absolutely false that the only unconstitutional and destructive provision of this "compromise” bill is the telecom amnesty
part. It's true that most people working to defeat the Cheney/Rockefeller bill viewed opposition to telecom amnesty as the most
politically potent way to defeat the bill, but the bill's expansion of warrantless eavesdropping powers vested in the President,
and its evisceration of safeguards against abuses of those powers, is at least as long-lasting and destructive as the telecom
amnesty provisions. The bill legalizes many of the warrantless eavesdropping activities George Bush secretly and illegally
ordered in 2001. Those warrantless eavesdropping powers violate core Fourth Amendment protections. And Barack Obama
now supports all of it, and will vote it into law. Those are just facts.

The ACLU specifically identifies the ways in which this bill destroys meaningful limits on the President's power to spy on our
international calls and emails. Sen. Russ Feingold condemned the bill on the ground that it "fails to protect the privacy of
law-abiding Americans at home" because "the government can still sweep up and keep the international communications of
innocent Americans in the U.S. with no connection to suspected terrorists, with very few safeguards to protect against abuse of
this power." Rep. Rush Holt -- who was actually denied time to speak by bill-supporter Silvestre Reyes only to be given time by
bill-opponent John Conyers -- condemned the bill because it vests the power to decide who are the "bad guys" in the very
people who do the spying.

This bill doesn't legalize every part of Bush's illegal warrantless eavesdropping program but it takes a large step beyond FISA
towards what Bush did. There was absolutely no reason to destroy the FISA framework, which is already an extraordinarily
pro-Executive instrument that vests vast eavesdropping powers in the President, in order to empower the President to spy
on large parts of our international communications with no warrants at all. This was all done by invoking the scary spectre of
Terrorism -- "you must give up your privacy and constitutional rights to us if you want us to keep you safe" -- and it is Obama's
willingness to embrace that rancid framework, the defining mindset of the Bush years, that is most deserving of intense criticism
here.

sk ok sk ok ok

Last night, Greg Sargent wrote that the most infuriating aspect of what Obama did here "is that since the outset of the campaign
he's seemed absolutely dead serious about changing the way foreign policy is discussed and argued about in this country"; that
Obama's "candidacy has long seemed to embody a conviction that Democrats can win arguments with Republicans about
national security -- that if Dems stick to a set of core principles, and forcefully argue for them without blinking, they can and
will persuade people that, simply put, they are right and Republicans are wrong"; and that "this time, he abandoned that
premise," even though:
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Making matters worse still, what Obama did yesterday is in clear tension with an emphatic promise that he made just months
ago. As the extremely pro-Obama MoveOn.org notes today, Obama's spokesman, Bill Burton, back in in September, vowed that
Obama would "support a filibuster of any bill that includes retroactive immunity for telecommunications companies."
MoveOn believes Obama should be held to his word and is thus conducting a campaign urging Obama to do what he promised
-- support a filibuster to stop the enactment of telecom amnesty. You can email Burton here to demand that Obama comply with
his commitment not just to vote against, but to

The excuse that Obama's support for this bill is politically shrewd is -- even if accurate -- neither a defense of what he did nor a
reason to refrain from loudly criticizing him for it. Actually, it's the opposite. It's precisely because Obama is calculating that he
can -- without real consequence -- trample upon the political values of those who believe in the Constitution and the rule of law
that it's necessary to do what one can to change that calculus. Telling Obama that you'll cheer for him no matter what he does,
that you'll vest in him Blind Faith that anything he does is done with the purest of motives, ensures that he will continue to
ignore you and your political interests.

Beyond that, this attitude that we should uncritically support Obama in everything he does and refrain from criticizing him is
unhealthy in the extreme. No political leader merits uncritical devotion -- neither when they are running for office nor when
they occupy it -- and there are few things more dangerous than announcing that you so deeply believe in the Core Goodness of a
political leader, or that we face such extreme political crises that you trust and support whatever your Leader does, even when
you don't understand it or think that it's wrong. That's precisely the warped authoritarian mindset that defined the Bush
Movement and led to the insanity of the post-9/11 Era, and that uncritical reverence is no more attractive or healthy when it's
shifted to a new Leader.

What Barack Obama did here was wrong and destructive. He's supporting a bill that is a full-scale assault on our Constitution
and an endorsement of the premise that our laws can be broken by the political and corporate elite whenever the scary specter of
The Terrorists can be invoked to justify it. What's more, as a Constitutional Law Professor, he knows full well what a radical
perversion of our Constitution this bill is, and yet he's supporting it anyway. Anyone who sugarcoats or justifies that is doing a
real disservice to their claimed political values and to the truth.

The excuse that we must sit by quietly and allow him to do these things with no opposition so that he can win is itself a
corrupted and self-destructive mentality. That mindset has no end. Once he's elected, it will transform into: "It's vital that
Obama keeps his majority in Congress so you have to keep quiet until after the 2010 midterms," after which it will be: "It's vital
that Obama is re-elected so you have to keep quiet until after 2012," at which point the process will repeat itself from the first
step. Quite plainly, those are excuses to justify mindless devotion, not genuine political strategies.

Having said all of that, the other extreme -- declaring that Obama is now Evil Incarnate, no better than John McCain, etc. etc. --
is no better. Obama is a politician running for political office, driven by all the standard, pedestrian impulses of most other
people who seek and crave political power. It's nothing more or less than that, and it is just as imperative today as it was
yesterday that the sickly right-wing faction be permanently removed from power and that there is never any such thing as the
John McCain Administration (as one commenter ironically noted yesterday, at the very least, Obama is far more likely to
appoint Supreme Court Justices who will rule that the bill Obama supports is patently unconstitutional). The commenter sysprog
described perfectly the irrational excesses of both extremes the other day:

MORE NEGATIVE CRITICISM--FROM ADOLPH REED
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June 24, 2008 “What is to be Done? Obama's Rightward Lurch”
By GREGORY KAFOURY

Barack Obama arrived on the political scene with a smile as beautiful as
salvation itself, like a visitor from an idealized future, one where the

races have combined to a golden hue, sent here to show us the way. Of
course people fell in love with him. Yet now we see Obama drawn into the
great room where the Democratic/Corporate establishment dwells, and the

door is slowly closing behind him. This is not how it was supposed to be.

Obama has just opted out of public financing, the first presidential

can didate to do so since 1972. /NewsHour’s/ Mark Shields, keeper of the
flame for all that is good in the Democratic Party, called it "a

flip-flop of epic proportions,” noting that Obama’s argument about a GOP
financial advantage was "bogus." Shields even said it raised issues of

Obama's "character." The New York Times editorialized that 2008 may now
be "the year public financing died." In seizing a tactical advantage,

Obama has handed an enormous strategic victory to corporate power.

Many progressives will argue that Obama, having raised huge amounts from
small contributors, is akin to getting public financing, which liberates

the candidate from dependence on corporate support. Yet just the

opposite is happening. In the three weeks since Hillary Clinton fell

upon her sword, Obama has lurched far to the right. Consider:

- Obama announced a new financial team of supply-side economists led by
Jason Furman, famous for declaring that it would be "damaging to working

people" if Wal-Mart were to raise its wages and benefits. Obama had




recently criticized Clinton for serving on the Wal-Mart board,
declaring, "I won't shop there." In the Audacity of Hope, he sympathized
with “Wal-Mart associates who hold their breath every single month in

the hope they’ll have enough money to support their children.”

-When questioned in a /Fortune/ interview about his promise to
renegotiate NAFTA to protect workers and the environment, Obama replied,

"Sometimes during campaigns the rhetoric gets overheated and amplified."

- In a close congressional primary race in Georgia, Obama endorsed a
troglodyte incumbent — a “Bush enabler” — over an exemplary progressive

insurgent.

- In a speech to the Israeli lobby, he moved to the right of Israel’s
government by ruling out negotiations with Hamas. A day earlier, Obama
had told Cuban exile groups that he would only sit down with Raul Castro
if the exiles had a seat at the table, a precondition that Cuba will

never agree to.

- Obama refused to criticize recent Israeli war maneuvers and
accompanying threats to launch massive air attacks on Iran. He failed to

even urge restraint.

- Just as a move was growing in the Senate to strip the House-passed
Telecom bill of its immunity provisions, Obama declared his support for
the House version. Obama's opposition to immunity had been our best hope
to learn whose phones and emails had been wiretapped by the Bush
administration, and to punish those Telecom companies that assisted this

massive criminal enterprise.

Is he lost to us? Was he ever ours to lose?

Progressives were all too eager to overlook the warning signs in Obama's
brief career, his support for the Patriot Act, for nuclear power, his

vote against limiting credit card interest to 30%, his calls for

increased defense spending, and his equivocation on full withdrawal from
Iraq. These decisions were mere matters of political expediency, we were

assured, not to be taken seriously.




Yet how can political expediency explain Obama's retreat on NAFTA?
Michigan, Ohio and Pennsylvania are all in play - how many of those
voters have been broken on the wheel of NAFTA? Those who contend that
the real Obama will suddenly emerge after the election to overturn an
imperial foreign policy and to bring justice to the home front, might be

advised not to hold their breath.

Obama desperately needs pressure from the left, and he is amenable to
pressure. Once we on the left agree that this analysis is correct, then

we must choose the correct strategy.

So far, blind support of Obama has yielded the same kind of benefits
that we got from John Kerry. With the united left in his pocket, Kerry
went from a declared "anti-war" candidate to a thoroughly hawkish one,
berating Bush for wimping out in the face of massive civilian casualties
in Falluja, and promising to win the Iraq war. Unconditional support for
the Democratic nominee is unconditional surrender, with all the utter

powerlessness that the terms imply.

As one alternative, we can complain, write and blog, for all these have
their place. But we are all too good at talking to ourselves, and

disparate efforts without a focus are all too easily dismissed.

We must consider support for Ralph Nader's campaign. Nader has been as
high as six percent in recent national polls, something he has achieved
with only modest support from left intellectuals, and virtually no

recognition by corporate media.

Yet Google has announced its intent to hold at least one presidential
debate, and has set the bar at 10% support. It is hard to imagine Obama
or McCain snubbing Google, and the prospect of such a debate carries

more promise than anything the left has seen in recent memory.

For those who claim that Nader can only hurt Obama, I suggest the
opposite is true. Gore and Kerry were both doomed by the accurate
perception that they were corporate to the core. People knew in their
gut that these guys were not on their side. (In 2004, Kerry fled from a
living wage initiative in Florida; it passed nearly three to one.) It

must also be remembered that in 2000, when Nader was at 5%, a full 15%




believed he was the best candidate. More importantly, Nader's positions
are not just majoritarian ones, most enjoy overwhelming public support.
Full military and corporate withdrawal from Iraq, major reductions in
the defense budget, a crackdown on corporate crime, single-payer health
care, massive investment in renewable energy and conservation, a living
wage - these would provide a platform that would send Obama to a

historic victory, and all are available for the taking.

Those who insist we must work only within the Democratic Party have
clearly failed to hold Obama to his promise. We must get outside the
box. Obama needs a great big push, and we are the only ones who can give

it to him.

Obama Supports FISA Legislation, Angering Left

By Paul Kane
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